
About Humanities Centers

!ere are thousands of universities in the world, but only 
some 200 humanities centers. !ese centers serve as insti-
tutes of intensive learning and outreach, enabling exchanges 
of ideas that stretch the boundaries of even the most rigor-
ous university curricula.

Essentially, humanities centers ful"ll three purposes:

 � they build bridges between students and teachers 
and across universities by sponsoring lectures, sem-
inars, and collaborative projects by students, faculty, 
researchers from other disciplines, and scholars from 
other institutions

 � they foster dialog between universities, businesses, 
organizations, and local and virtual communities by 
hosting forums, talks, and other events that extend 
opportunities for learning while keeping universities 
in vital contact with the public they serve

 � they safeguard humanities disciplines, especially 
foreign languages, by accentuating the vital role these 
disciplines play in universities’ teaching and research 
missions

About the Humanities

!e humanities encompass a vast swathe of experience, 
from language and literature to history, the arts, and all that 
falls under the broad banner of “culture.” As a university 
discipline, the humanities represent society’s most sophisti-
cated tool for transmi#ing its traditions, wisdom, and values.

But the humanities not only conserve culture, they also 
enrich it by enlarging our understanding, challenging our 
assumptions, sharpening our appreciation of diversity, and 
increasing our capacity for pleasure. !ey make us more 
aware of what is present and past, of what is near and far, 
helping us to think more rigorously, feel more deeply, and 
serve more e$ectively.

For this reason, the humanities touch every facet of human 
life, public and private. Even sectors that rely on quantitative 
data, like business and science communities, increasingly rec-
ognize the value of the humanities. Study of the humanities

 � develops critical-thinking and problem-solving skills 
that, the Wall Street Journal says, become assets in 
corporate environments

 � bestows the type of integrative training that enhances 
productivity

 � actually increases the likelihood of succeeding in math 
and science, making for be#er engineers, medical 
researchers, and technological innovators

In short, the humanities not only improve our quality of life, 
they increase bo#om lines.

Think clearly. 
Act well. 

Appreciate life.

Brigham Young  



About a

BYU 
Humanities 
Center
By instituting a humanities center, BYU is making a for-
ward-looking commitment to the humanities at a time of 
increasing pressure on university budgets. And given its posi-
tion in a university sponsored by a global church, the visibility 
and reach of BYU’s Humanities Center will be considerable. 
!is is a de"ning moment for the humanities at BYU.

Because of BYU’s commitment to the humanities, the Cen-
ter will be able to work toward the ful"llment of the general 
purposes we outline above. From our own college budget 
and with the help of private donations we will also pursue 
other ambitious initiatives that may include

 � the development of student-faculty laboratories 
around subjects of broad public interest: leadership, 
digital cultures, religion and the arts, literature and 
science, globalization and the environment, and more

 � international collaborative ventures between BYU and 
other universities that would create possibilities for 
publication, conferences, internships, direct enrollment 
for BYU students at other institutions, and more

 � humanitarian teaching missions, involving students 
and faculty, to underprivileged areas nationally and 
internationally for the purpose of educating partici-
pants about literature as well as language

 � courses designed not only for online accessibility 
but also for production on BYU-TV (which is 
available on cable and satellite systems across the 
US), extending university teaching to a national and 
international public

 � increases in the number of visiting scholars to 
BYU and in the duration of their visits, creating 
opportunities for courses, collaborative projects, and 
relationships between institutions that open doors 
into graduate programs for our students


